
 
TO: ALL MEDIA OUTLETS 

FROM: THE OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR CHEROKEE COUNTY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

RE: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIM SURVIVES VICIOUS KNIFE AND BOX CUTTER 
ATTACK, PERPETRATOR RECEIVES FORTY YEARS TO SERVE 
 
On February 17, 2017, Freddie Sanchez was sentenced to forty (40) years to serve on one count 
of Aggravated Assault, Family Violence and two counts of Aggravated Battery, Family 
Violence.   
 
The incident leading to charges took place in July of 2016, when the defendant attacked his wife 
with a knife, first stabbing her in the side.  With a lung collapsed from the assault, the victim was 
forced into a vehicle and kidnapped.  Driving towards a family member’s home, the defendant 
told the victim that he was going to kill the family member as she watched.  Instead, the 
defendant utilized a box cutter to repeatedly slice the victim’s neck.  Certain she was dying, the 
victim was released at the hospital and threatened by the defendant about revealing her attacker 
until he had time to escape. The defendant was later caught by law enforcement and gave a full 
confession. 
 
Prosecutor Ashton Murphy, who leads the Domestic Violence Unit in the Cherokee County 
District Attorney’s Office, noted at the sentencing that while the victim has recovered from the 
immediate physical injuries she suffered that day, she will forever live with the physical scars 
and emotional scars.  The victim was present in court for the plea and provided a statement to the 
Court about the abuse she suffered.    
 
District Attorney Shannon Wallace commented, “We are here to serve the most vulnerable in our 
population.  Domestic violence impacts every segment of society.  The complexity of the cases, 
as well as the tremendous risk to both the victim and any children involved, require special 
attention.  We are so grateful that this victim survived and that justice was served in this case.”   
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